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Acknowledgement of Country 

The Department of Creative Industries, Tourism and Sport acknowledges Aboriginal people 
throughout Western Australia as the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the lands, waters, and 
communities in which we operate. We pay our respects to all Aboriginal people and their cultures, and 
to Elders past and present. 

 
Content warning 
Readers are advised that the inclusion of words, terms or descriptions from historical records reflect 
the social attitudes of the time in which they were written and may be considered offensive today. 

 
About this guide 
This guide is for anyone wanting to research and learn more about their Aboriginal ancestry. It will help 
you find important records about yourself and your family, spanning from the 1830s through to the 
1970s.  
 
The guide was developed by Aboriginal History WA (AHWA). It provides information about AHWA’s 
family history research service and explains where to look beyond AHWA services for key information. 
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Key resources: Western Australia 

Aboriginal History WA (AHWA) 

AHWA manages access to the thousands of restricted records that were created by the various 
government departments responsible for Aboriginal affairs from around 1891 to 1972, held at the 
State Records Office of Western Australia. AHWA has a free family history research service to help you 
access ancestral records and can produce a family tree for you.  
 
What will I get? 
AHWA’s aim is to provide you with copies of all the records we can locate about you and your direct 
family line, along with a family tree that we put together based on our research. If you’re looking for 
something specific – please let us know and we will do our best to help you find it.   
 
What’s in the records? 
Almost all the records AHWA manages were created by past government departments that were 
responsible for Aboriginal affairs between 1891 and 1972. Documents managed by AHWA can be 
categorised into 3 main record types: 
 

Personal files  
Personal files were introduced in large numbers in the early 1920s. They contain highly 
sensitive and personal information on births, marriages, deaths, employment and wages, 
citizenships and exemptions, health and medical information, family details such as 
applications for child endowment, and much more. Personal files were made until the Native 
Welfare Act 1963 was repealed in 1972. 
 
Personal history cards 
Personal cards were created around 1918 as a set of summary cards to the personal files 
listed above. Personal cards were made up until about 1952. 
 
Administrative files 
General administrative files cover most of the other functions of the various government 
departments including staff, wages, the administration of missions and reserves, location 
files, policy and legislation, and general correspondence.  

 
AHWA also holds copies of genealogies, photographs and data cards and some child crayon drawings 
collected by Norman Tindale, an anthropologist who visited more than 50 communities across 
Western Australia between the 1930s and the 1960s. Additionally, AHWA holds genealogies produced 
by Australian anthropologist Adolphus Peter Elkin during his fieldwork in the Kimberley region in 1928. 
 
Access conditions 
Access to records is restricted to protect the privacy of individuals. The records can only be accessed 
by the person they’re about, or by their direct descendants if that person has passed away. This 
means that if your parents or grandparents are still living, they will need to be the one to apply for the 
records. Anyone else needs written permission from the individual or their family to view the records. 
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Free online resources   
AHWA has an online database to assist you in your search for information and has published a 
number of books that may be useful in tracing your family history. All resources listed below can be 
accessed for free on the AHWA website www.cits.wa.gov.au/ahwa 
 
Databases 

• Aboriginal Trackers of Western Australia Index: Database of Aboriginal trackers engaged at 
WA police stations between 1931 and 1954. 
 

• Agricultural and Pastoral Leases: Applications for agricultural and pastoral leases by 
Aboriginal people in Western Australia between 1887 and 1933.  
 

• Carrolup Settlement Admissions, Discharges and Burials: A database of the men, women 
and children admitted to Carrolup Settlement between 1915 and 1922, and those who passed 
away and are buried at Carrolup or Katanning Cemetery up until 1949.  
 

• Dulhi Gunyah Orphanage admissions database: Listing of Aboriginal children placed in East 
Victoria Park between 1909 and 1919. 

 
• Historical Town Blocks: An index of residential town blocks purchased, leased or licensed by 

Aboriginal men and women in Western Australia between 1900 and 1960.  
 

• Moore River Native Settlement Burials: This resource provides background about Moore 
River Native Settlement and a comprehensive database of the individuals buried at the Moore 
River Native Cemetery.  

 
• Norman Tindale Name Index: An index for Aboriginal family history researchers to the 

genealogies and photographs collected by anthropologists Norman Tindale, Joseph Birdsell 
and Phillip Epling in Western Australia between 1935 and 1966.   
 

• Passenger Arrivals and Departures (1850-1925): Database containing the names and 
passage details of Aboriginal people who arrived in and departed from Western Australian 
ports by steamship or sailboat between 1850 and 1925.  

 
• Perth and Swan Orphanages and Missions Admissions Index: A name index of children of 

Aboriginal decent admitted to the Perth and Swan orphanages and missions between 1871 
and 1920.  
 

• Wadjemup Database: Database of Aboriginal people sent to Wadjemup (Rottnest Island) 
between 1900 and 1931.  

 
Books 

• No Less Worthy: A publication acknowledging the contribution of WA Aboriginal volunteers to 
the World War One effort.  
 

• Remembering Mount Margaret Mission: A collection of children’s crayon drawings created in 
1939 to commemorate the centenary of the opening of Mount Margaret Mission. 
 

• They Served with Honour: Stories of the 13 Western Australian Aboriginal servicemen who 
fought in Gallipoli during World War One.  

file:///C:/Users/leah.mcleod/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2VDA77KV/www.cits.wa.gov.au/ahwa
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Contact  

Phone: Free call 1800 161 301 
Email: ahrs@cits.wa.gov.au 
Address: Service desk open 10 am to 2 pm on level 3, State Library of WA, 25 Francis Street, Perth WA 
6000 
Website: cits.wa.gov.au/ahwa  
 

Department of Communities  

Holds child welfare records created between 1953 and 1972, and records relating to legal adoptions 
in Western Australia. The Freedom of Information Act 1992 gives the public the right to access 
information held by the Department of Communities. 
 
Contact 
Phone: 08 6414 3344 
Email: foi@communities.wa.gov.au 
Address: 190 Stirling St, Perth WA 6000 
Website: communities.wa.gov.au 
 

The State Records Office of Western Australia 

The State Records Office (SRO) is the Western Australian public records authority with responsibility 
for managing, preserving and providing access to the State's records of information. The SRO 
collection consists of more than one million colonial, State and local government records from 1829 
through to current times – including records created by departments that were responsible for the 
administration of Aboriginal affairs. You can also find records created by government schools, police 
stations, courts of law, prisons and various other agencies here. 
 
You can book an appointment to meet with an archivist by calling or emailing the SRO or going to their 
website where you can also search records on their online catalogue. 
 
Types of records in the collection that may be helpful in locating family history information include: 
 

• Colonial Secretary Office (CSO) records  
The CSO was the primary agency responsible for Aboriginal affairs in Western Australia from 
the date of colonisation through to 1886. The CSO responded to requests of all kinds received 
from government residents, resident magistrates, medical officials and police officers 
stationed at major provincial towns. Go to the SRO enquiry desk on level 3 of the State Library 
of WA to see indexes of Aboriginal people mentioned in CSO records. 

• Aboriginal Affairs Department records 
Records created by government departments that were responsible for Aboriginal affairs 
between 1886 and 1972. These files deal with a wide range of topics, such as the admission of 
children to missions, the distribution of government rations, and much more.  
 
 

mailto:ahrs@cits.wa.gov.au
mailto:ahrs@cits.wa.gov.au
file:///C:/Users/leah.mcleod/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2VDA77KV/www.cits.wa.gov.au/ahwa
tel:64143344
mailto:foi@communities.wa.gov.au
http://www.communities.wa.gov.au/
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• Mission, station and reserve records 
Extensive records relating to government-run missions, stations and reserves. 
 

• Police, court and gaol records 
In the past, police officers were, in some cases, Protectors of Aborigines and created records 
relating to Aboriginal people in the immediate area. Information contained in these records is 
varied and includes information such as the distribution of rations, blankets and clothing, 
witness trials, as well as various criminal matters, indexes, reports, registers and even 
photographs.  

 
Contact 
Phone: 08 9427 3600 
Email: sro@sro.wa.gov.au 

Address: Level 3, State Library of WA, 25 Francis Street, Perth WA 6000 
Website: archive.sro.wa.gov.au 
 

The State Library of Western Australia 

The State Library holds key resources such as books, photographs, films, and oral history recordings 
which provide information on people, places and events throughout Western Australia. You can visit 
the State Library for research assistance or search the online catalogue. 
 
Published material  
The following books held in the library may be useful in locating the names of your ancestors:  

• The Bicentennial Dictionary of Western Australians, Volumes 1 to 8, 1829 - 1914 by Rica 
Erickson (also available online)  

• Aborigines of New Norcia by Neville Green  
• Aborigines of the Albany region (1821 - 1898) by Neville Green  
• Far from Home: Aboriginal Prisoners of Rottnest Island 1838 - 1931 by Neville Green  
• Aborigines of the South West Region 1841 - 1890 by Neville Green  
• Convicts in Western Australia 1850 -1887 by Rica Erickson (also available online) 
• Asian Immigrants to Western Australia 1829 - 1901 by Anne Atkinson  
• Nyungar Traditions: Glimpses of Aborigines of South-Western Australia by Lois Tilbrook  
• Aboriginal Names of the Pilbara 1870 - 1890 by Neville Green  
• Aboriginal Names of the Gascoyne 1880 - 1890 by Neville Green  
• Aboriginal Names of the Kimberley 1880 - 1890 by Neville Green  
• Aboriginal Names of the Murchison 1848 - 1890 by Neville Green  
• Natives of the Swan River Colony by Neville Green  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sro@sro.wa.gov.au
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Other useful resources you can find at the library 
• photographic collections  
• birth, marriage and death registers 
• electoral rolls 
• mission and church records (e.g. Anglican Church of Australia, Beagle Bay Mission, Forrest 

River Mission, Mogumber Mission, Moore River Native Settlement, Sister Kate’s Home, Swan 
Native and Half Caste Home) 

• station records 
• Daisy Bates collection, written during Bates’ period of service with the Western Australian 

Government from 1904 to 1912 
• land related records – including maps 
• extensive manuscript collections covering a wide range of subjects  
• digitalised collection of Western Australian Indigenous men and women from records dated 

1826 onwards with an estimated 11,580 names. Compiled by historian Dr Neville Green and 
Susan Aguiar. 
 

Family History WA 
You can find the team on level 3 of the State Library of WA Tuesday to Thursday to assist you with 
family history research.  

Contact 
Phone: 08 9427 3111 
Email: info@slwa.wa.gov.au   
Address: State Library of WA, 25 Francis Street, Perth WA 6000 
Website: slwa.wa.gov.au  
 

Storylines 

Storylines is an Indigenous online archive managed and hosted by the State Library of Western 
Australia that enables you to search, view, print and engage with thousands of photographs of 
Western Australian Aboriginal people, places and stories held at the library.  
 
The Storylines archive features more than 12,000 photos and materials, including photo collections 
from missions such as Badjaling, Beagle Bay, Carrolup Settlement, Gnowangerup, Mogumber, Mount 
Margaret, and many more. It also contains digital copies of books made by community in language as 
well as a variety of sounds including music, videos and oral histories. 
 
You can contribute your knowledge to Storylines by tagging photographs of people online and adding 
your stories. 
 
Contact 
Phone: 08 9427 3111 
Email: storylines@slwa.wa.gov.au  

Address: State Library of WA, 25 Francis Street, Perth WA 6000 
Website: storylines.slwa.wa.gov.au   
 

mailto:info@slwa.wa.gov.au
http://www.slwa.wa.gov.au/
mailto:storylines@slwa.wa.gov.au
http://www.storylines.slwa.wa.gov.au/
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Other useful resources: Western Australia 

Berndt Museum 

Housed at the University of Western Australia, the Berndt Museum is an Indigenous-led institution 
that holds one of the most significant collections of Aboriginal cultural material in the world. If you’d 
like to visit, you need to make an appointment first. 
 
Contact 
Phone: 08 6488 2854 
Email: berndt.museum@uwa.edu.au 
Address: Berndt Museum, Undercroft of Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery, The University of Western 
Australia, 35 Stirling Highway (cnr Fairway), Perth WA 6009 
Website: uwa.edu.au/berndt-museum 
 

Carnamah Historical Society and Museum 

The Carnamah Historical Society collects, records, preserves and promotes the history of Carnamah, 
a town and farming community in the Midwest region of Western Australia. On its website you will find 
some Aboriginal records. 
 
Contact 
Website: carnamah.com.au 
 

Kimberley Land Council (KLC) 

Provides family trees for Native Title holders of the Kimberley Representative Body region. There is a 
form that you will need to fill out and return to the KLC. If you’d like a copy of the form or more 
information, please fill in the enquiry form on the website or call and ask to speak with an 
anthropologist.  

Contact 
Phone: 08 9194 0100 
Email: klc@klc.org.au  
Address: 11 Gregory St, Broome WA 6725 
Website: klc.org.au 
 

Metropolitan Cemeteries Board 

Holds records of interments, grave markers, cremations and memorials dating back to 1899. It 
includes Karrakatta, Fremantle, Pinnaroo, Midland, Guildford, and Rockingham cemeteries. 
 
Contact 
Phone: 1300 793 109 
Email: mcb@mcb.wa.gov.au 
Address: 500 Railway Rd, Karrakatta WA 6010 
Website: wa.gov.au/organisation/metropolitan-cemeteries-board 

mailto:berndt.museum@uwa.edu.au
mailto:klc@klc.org.au
https://www.klc.org.au/
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Mibalafoto  

Mibalafoto (meaning our photos) is an online collection of photos which are of historical significance 
to Aboriginal people of the Kimberley region. These photos were mostly taken by missionaries who 
worked in the Fitzroy Crossing mission between 1949 and 1986. 
 
Contact 
Website: mibalafoto.smugmug.com 

 

Midwest of Western Australian Heritage – Death Register 

This database contains burials and cremations in WA’s Midwest region. It includes the earliest known 
records from 1857 through to 2018 and, although not complete, data entry is ongoing.   
 
Contact 
Website: midwestwaheritage.com 
 

Native Title Services Goldfields (NTSG) 

Provides family history research services and can direct you to your relevant Prescribed Body 
Corporate in the Goldfields area. Visit or email NTSG to get a copy of the family history form. Please 
note, this service is only available to people with an ancestral connection to the Goldfields region. 
 
Contact 
Phone: Perth – 08 9331 0100 | Kalgoorlie – 08 9092 6500 
Email: contact@ntsg.org.au  
Address: Level 2/41 Colin St, West Perth WA 6005 | 159-161 Dugan St, Kalgoorlie WA 6430 
Website: ntsg.org.au 
 

New Norcia Benedictine Community 

Contains a collection of records, photographs and memorabilia relating to the activities of the 
Benedictine order throughout Western Australia. There is information about Drysdale River Mission; 
Kalumburu; St Joseph’s School for Aboriginal Girls and St Mary’s Mission, New Norcia; and Subiaco 
Boys’ Orphanage. Some items in this collection are open for public access, while others have 
restricted access.  
 
Contact 
Phone: 08 9654 8018 
Email: archives@newnorcia.com.au 
Address: Archives, Holy Trinity Abbey, New Norcia WA 6509 
Website: newnorcia.com.au 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:contact@ntsg.org.au
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Outback Family History  

Provides information on the lives of individuals and families, including cemetery records, in the 
Eastern and North Easten Goldfields regions.  
 
Contact 
Email: moyasharp@outbackfamilyhistory.com.au  
Website: outbackfamilyhistory.com.au  
 

The Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages (BDM) 

Holds records of births, deaths and marriages in Western Australia from 1841 to the present day. You 
can search the Online Index Search Tool (wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-justice/online-index-
search-tool) for free for births (older than 100 years), deaths (older than 30 years) and marriages (older 
than 75 years). The cost of BDM records varies but is normally between $24 and $58 depending on the 
type of product you want. 
 
Contact 
Phone: 1300 305 021 
Address: Level 10, 141 St Georges Terrace, Perth WA 6000 
Email: bdm@justice.wa.gov.au  
Website: wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-justice/the-registry-of-births-deaths-and-marriages 
 

Family History WA 

This organisation is committed to promoting and encouraging the study of family history. With an 
extensive library, Family History WA is a great resource to learn about your family history. 
 
Contact 
Phone: 08 9271 4311 
Address: Units 4, 5 and 6, 48 May Street, Bayswater WA 6056 
Website: fhwa.org.au 
 

Reverse Western Australia “Marriage” Lookup  

This site, collated by the Perth Dead Persons Society, is an online index that enables you to look up 
marriages in Western Australia between 1841 and 1965. 
 
Contact 
Website: wamarriage.info 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:moyasharp@outbackfamilyhistory.com.au
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Level%2010%2C%20141%20St%20Georges%20Terrace%20PERTH%2C%20WESTERN%20AUSTRALIA%206000%2C%20AUSTRALIA
mailto:bdm@justice.wa.gov.au
http://www.fhwa.org.au/
http://www.wamarriage.info/
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South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council  

Provides assistance to Noongar people researching their family history and can help create family 
trees.  
 
Contact 
Phone: 08 9358 7400 
Email: reception@noongar.org.au 
Address: Level 2, 100 Royal Street, East Perth WA 6004 
Website: noongar.org.au 

 

Uniting Church of Western Australia – Sister Kate’s Home 

Holds records of children that went to Sister Kate’s Home.  
 

Note: Aboriginal History WA and the State Library of Western Australia also hold records relating to 
Sister Kate’s Home. See pages 8 and 9 of this guide for contact information. 
 
Contact 
Phone: 08 9260 9865 
Email: archives@wa.uca.org.au  
Address: 85 - 89 Edward St, Perth WA 6000 
Website: unitingchurchwa.org.au  
 

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation  

Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC) is the Native Title Representative Body for the 
Traditional Owners of WA’s Pilbara, Midwest, Murchison and Gascoyne regions. YMAC has a family 
information service that can identify any claim groups you may belong to and/or direct you to any 
relevant Prescribed Body Corporates.  

Contact 
Phone: 08 9268 7000 
Email: reception@ymac.org.au 
Address: Level 8, 12 The Esplanade, Perth WA 6000 
Website: ymac.org.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.noongar.org.au/
mailto:archives@wa.uca.org.au
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National resources 

Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Studies (AIATSIS) 

Holds a large collection of material about and for Aboriginal people from all corners of Australia. You 
can search the collection using AIATSIS’ online search engine called MURA. The collection includes 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Biographical Index which is an index of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander names selected from publications held at AIATSIS. These publications are books and 
articles created by, with, or about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. It also has a dedicated 
family history unit to assist Stolen Generations survivors and their families with ancestral research. 

Contact 
Phone: Free call 1800 352 553 
Email: familyhistory@aiatsis.gov.au 
Address: 51 Lawson Crescent, Acton Peninsula, Acton ACT 2601 
Website: aiatsis.gov.au 
 

Australian War Memorial  

There is an extensive number of records online for those who are wishing to find information on family 
members who served in the armed forces. 
 
Contact 
Phone: 02 6243 4211 
Email: info@awm.gov.au 
Address: Fairbairn Avenue, Campbell ACT 2612 
Website: awm.gov.au 
 

Find & Connect  

Brings together historical resources about Australian orphanages, children’s homes and other 
institutions, and who to contact to get access to the records.  
 
Contact 
Phone: 1800 16 11 09 
Website: findandconnect.gov.au 

 

National Archives of Australia 

Use this site to find records created by the Australian Government, including war service records, 
immigration records, passenger lists, and some Census records. You can find the Bringing Them 
Home Index here. 
Contact 
Phone: 02 6212 3600 
Address: 45 Francis St, Northbridge WA 6003 
Website: naa.gov.au 

mailto:info@awm.gov.au
https://www.awm.gov.au/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/
https://www.naa.gov.au/
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National Library of Australia 
Holds books, manuscripts, newspapers, photographs and oral histories that could be useful in 
researching your family – much of this is available through the free online research portal, Trove.  
 
Contact 
Phone: 02 6262 1111 
Email: foi@nla.gov.au  
Address: Parkes Pl W, Canberra ACT 2600 
Website: library.gov.au 

 

Oz Burials  

Contains information collected by countless volunteers who, over many years, have collected and 
recorded information from cemetery records and tombstones. 
 
Contact 
Email: webmaster@ozburials.com 
Website: ozburials.com 

 

Trove – Newspaper archives and more 

This website is an online platform that provides digitised newspapers from around Australia published 
from the 1800s to 1956. The sorts of information you might find include births, deaths, funerals, 
marriages, obituaries, inquests, court cases, social events, church activities, school exam results, 
sporting events, legal notices, land sales, and military service. 
 
Contact 
Website: trove.nla.gov.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:foi@nla.gov.au
https://www.library.gov.au/
mailto:webmaster@ozburials.com
http://www.ozburials.com/
http://www.trove.nla.gov.au/
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Link-up and support services in WA 
Link-Up services provide family tracing, reunions, and counselling to survivors of the Stolen 
Generations and their families, with a priority given to those born before 1975.  
 

Yorgum Healing Services – Link-up 

This service provides healing support and counselling to Aboriginal people separated from their 
families as a result of past governments’ removal policies and practices, including institutionalisation 
and adoption or foster care.  

 

Contact 
Website: yorgum.org.au 
Perth office 

Phone: 08 9428 3700 

Address: 3 Bramall Street, East Perth WA 6004 

Kalgoorlie office 

Phone: 08 9428 3700 

Address: Lotteries House, 42 Wilson St, Kalgoorlie WA 643 

South Hedland office 

Phone: 08 9428 3700 

Address: Unit 2A, 4 Rason Link, South Hedland WA 6722 

 

Kimberley Stolen Generations Aboriginal Corporation  

Provides a link-up service for Aboriginal people located in the Kimberely region who have lost touch 
with their families. In-house counselling and referral services are also provided when required. 
 
Contact 
Phone: 1800 830 338 or 08 9193 6502 
Email: reception@ksgac.com.au 
Address: 28 Barker Street, Broome WA 6725  

Website: kimberleystolengeneration.com.au 

 

Tuart Place 

A resource service for people who experienced out of home care in Western Australia, including 
survivors of the Stolen Generations and other Aboriginal people placed in out-of-home care during 
childhood. Tuart Place can assist with finding records, tracing family, counselling and social activities. 
 
Contact 
Phone: 08 6140 2380 or Freecall 1800 619 795 
Email: admin@tuartplace.org 
Address: 24 High Street, Fremantle WA 6160 
Website: tuartplace.org 

http://www.kimberleystolengeneration.com.au/
mailto:admin@tuartplace.org
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Interstate resources 

New South Wales (NSW) 

Aboriginal Family Records Service 

Aboriginal Affairs NSW provides a family records service to help Aboriginal people access some NSW 
Government records about themselves or their ancestors. The service prioritises Stolen Generations 
survivors. 
 
Contact  
Phone: 1800 019 998 
Email: familyhistory@aboriginalaffairs.nsw.gov.au 
Website: nsw.gov.au 
 

Link-up (NSW) Aboriginal Corporation 

Founded in 1980 to assist Aboriginal people who had been directly affected by past government 
policies; being separated from their families and culture through forced removal, being fostered, 
adopted or raised in institutions. 
 
Contact  
Phone: 02 9421 4700 
Email: linkup@nsw.link-up.org.au 
Address: Lot 4, 2 Central Place, Ropes Crossing NSW 2760 
Website: linkupnsw.org.au 

Northern Territory 

Central Australian Aboriginal Congress  

This service supports Aboriginal people and families living in Central Australia who have been 
separated from family through forced removal, fostering, adoption or institutionalisation between 
1910 and 1970. 
 
Contact  
Phone: 08 8951 4400 

Address: 14 Leichhardt Terrace, Alice Springs NT 0870 

Website: caac.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:1800%20019%20998
mailto:familyhistory@aboriginalaffairs.nsw.gov.au
mailto:linkup@nsw.link-up.org.au
http://www.linkupnsw.org.au/
https://www.caac.org.au/service/congress-link-up-service/
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Library and Archives Northern Territory  

Collects and preserves materials documenting the history of the Northern Territory, including: 
• Government archives from before and after Self-Government in 1978. 
• Personal and community archives donated by individuals and organisations. 
• Oral histories capturing people’s memories and experiences relating to the Northern Territory 

across decades. 
• Published works about or created in the Northern Territory, in print, audio-visual and digital 

formats. 
 
Collections include a wide range of primary and secondary sources in formats such as files, photos, 
maps, and recordings. They also provide online research guides to help users learn how to search the 
collections and discover what’s available.  
 
Contact  
Phone: 08 8999 7177 
Email: ask@lant.nt.gov.au  
Address: Research rooms in 3 locations: 

• L2, Danala, 54 Cavenagh Street, Darwin City NT 0800  
• NT Archive Centre, Kelsey Crescent, Millner NT 0810 
• Minerals House, 58 Hartley Street, Alice Springs NT 0850 

Website: lant.nt.gov.au 
 

National Archives of Australia (NAA) 

Holds government records relating to the administration of Northern Territory Aboriginal people. The 
NAA maintains a database called the Bringing Them Home (BTH) Name Index for records relating to 
Aboriginal people in the Northern Territory. NAA staff in Darwin can undertake a search using the BTH 
Name Index on your behalf.  
 
Contact  
Phone: 08 9470 7590 
Address: 24 Mitchell Street, Darwin NT 0800 
Website: naa.gov.au 
 

Northern Territory Stolen Generations Aboriginal Corporation – 

Link-up 

Provides assistance, in the order of priority, to Aboriginal people over 18 years of age who are first 
generation survivors of the Stolen Generations and who were directly removed, adopted, fostered, 
made wards of the state and/or institutionalised and otherwise separated from their families and 
communities as result of past government’s policies and practices prior to 1975. 
 
Contact  
Phone: 08 8947 9171 
Address: Cascom Centre, 13-17 Scaturchio Street, Casuarina NT 0811 
Website: ntsgac.org.au 

 

tel:0889997177
mailto:ask@lant.nt.gov.au
https://lant.nt.gov.au/
file:///C:/Users/leah.mcleod/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2VDA77KV/www.naa.gov.au
http://www.ntsgac.org.au/
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Queensland (QLD) 

Link-Up (QLD) 

Provides support to reunite you with your people and country where contact has been lost due to 
forced removal, fostering, adoption or institutionalisation.  
 
Contact  
Phone: 1800 200 855 

Email: contact@link-upqld.org.au 
Address:  

• Brisbane office - 3-5 Reid Street, Woolloongabba QLD 4102 
• Cairns office - 2/128 Spence Street, Cairns QLD 4870 

Website: link-upqld.org.au 

 

Queensland State Archives 

Holds extensive records on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, including family and 
community links, historical material, native title and government administration.  
 
Contact  
Phone: 07 3037 6777  
Email: info@archives.qld.gov.au 
Address: 435 Compton Road, Runcorn QLD 4113 
Website: qld.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/archives/collection/atsi   
 

State Library of Queensland 

Provides the online guide, Who's your mob? First Nations family history, which includes a step-by-
step guide to tracing your family history and offers a number of links to related online resources. 
 
Contact  
Phone: 07 3840 7666 
Address: Stanley Place, South Brisbane QLD 4101 
Website: slq.qld.gov.au 

South Australia 

Link-up – Nunkuwarrin Yunti South Australia Inc. 

Provides family tracing, reunion and counselling services to Aboriginal people and their families who 
have been separated under the past policies and practices of the Australian Government. Assistance 
is also provided to people over the age of 18 who have been adopted, fostered or raised in institutions. 
 
Contact  
Phone: 08 8406 1600 
Email: linkup@nunku.org.au 
Address: 182-190 Wakefield Street, Adelaide SA 5000 
Website: nunku.org.au  

mailto:contact@link-upqld.org.au
http://www.link-upqld.org.au/
mailto:info@archives.qld.gov.au
mailto:linkup@nunku.org.au
https://nunku.org.au/our-services/social-emotional/link-up/
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State Records of South Australia – Aboriginal Access Services 
This team is responsible for providing access to a large collection of historical records created about 
Aboriginal people who were from, or lived, in South Australia. Some records are restricted from 
general public access to protect sensitive information about individuals.  

 
Contact  
Phone: 08 7322 7077 
Email: staterecords@sa.gov.au 
Address: 115 Cavan Road, Gepps Cross, SA 5094 
Website: archives.sa.gov.au 

Tasmania 

Libraries Tasmania 

Collections include government records and publications about Tasmanian Aboriginal people which 
were created in the context of government policies, and actions that had major impact on Tasmanian 
Aboriginal families and communities. Contact the Tasmanian Information and Research Service at 
Libraries Tasmania if you would like assistance to research your family history. 
 
Contact  
Phone: 03 6165 5538 
Email: libraries.tas@libraries.tas.gov.au   
Website: libraries.tas.gov.au 

 

Link-up Victoria 

There is no dedicated Aboriginal Link-Up service in Tasmania, but you can access support and 
resources through the national Link-Up program via other state offices, particularly Link-Up Victoria. 
 
Contact  
Phone: 03 7002 3700  
Email: linkup@vacca.org 
Address: 340 Bell Street, Preston, VIC 3072 
Website: linkupvictoria.org.au 
 

Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre Inc.  

Represents the political and community development aspirations of the Tasmanian Aboriginal 
community and operates statewide services and programs including a holistic health service and 
allied programs, land and sea management, cultural awareness unit and palawa kani language 
program.  

 

Contact  
Phone: 03 6234 0700 
Email: hobart@tacinc.com.au 

Address: 198 Elizabeth Street, Hobart TAS 7000 
Website: tacinc.com.au 

mailto:staterecords@sa.gov.au
https://www.archives.sa.gov.au/finding-information/discover-our-collection/aboriginal-families/aboriginal-access-services
mailto:libraries.tas@libraries.tas.gov.au
http://www.libraries.tas.gov.au/
mailto:linkup@vacca.org
mailto:hobart@tacinc.com.au
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Victoria 

Koorie Heritage Trust 

Provides confidential client-based genealogy research and referral service, assisting Victorian 
survivors of the Stolen Generations and members of the Victorian Koorie Community to trace their 
family history and access records. 
 
Contact  
Phone: 03 8662 6329 
Email: familyhistory@koorieheritagetrust.com 
Address: The Birrarung Building, Fed Square, Cnr Flinders and Swanston St, Melbourne VIC 3000 
Website: kht.org.au 
 

Link-up Victoria 

Assists Aboriginal people searching for family who were removed from their families and communities 
as result of past government’s policies and practices. 
 
Contact  
Phone: 03 7002 3700  
Email: linkup@vacca.org 
Address: 340 Bell Street, Preston, VIC 3072 
Website: linkupvictoria.org.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:familyhistory@koorieheritagetrust.com
mailto:linkup@vacca.org
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Frequently asked questions 

Where can I find records from missions, homes and institutions? 

The Find & Connect website is a good place to start your search. This website lists records relating to 
missions, settlements, orphanages, children’s homes and other institutions, and tells you who to 
contact to get access to the records.  
 
If the institution was government-run or if the government had an active involvement, then Aboriginal 
History WA or the State Records Office of WA will hold the relevant records. If the institution was run 
by a church, then you may need to contact that church organisation directly.  
 
You might also find photographs from missions, stations and reserves on the Storylines website.  
 
Find & Connect website: findandconnect.gov.au  
Storylines website: storylines.slwa.wa.gov.au   
Aboriginal History WA website: cits.wa.gov.au/ahwa  
State Records Office of WA website: wa.gov.au/organisation/state-records-office-of-western-
australia 
 

I was adopted. How can I find out more? 

The Department of Communities hold child welfare records created between 1953 and 1972. It also 
holds records relating to adoptions in Western Australia. The Freedom of Information Act 1992 gives 
the public the right to access information held by the Department of Communities. 
 
Contact  
Phone: 08 6414 3344 
Email: foi@communities.wa.gov.au 
Address: 190 Stirling St, Perth WA 6000 
Website: communities.wa.gov.au 
 

Compensation for people who suffered sexual abuse as children 

in institutions 

The National Redress Scheme is for people who have experienced historical, institutional child sexual 
abuse. If you qualify for the scheme, redress can include: a payment up to $150,000, counselling with 
someone who keeps it private and respects your culture, and an acknowledgement and apology from 
the institution. 
 
Contact  
Phone: 1800 737 377 Monday to Friday, between 8 am and 5 pm AET 
Website: nationalredress.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tel:64143344
mailto:foi@communities.wa.gov.au
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Stolen Generations Redress Scheme 

The WA Stolen Generations Redress Scheme is available to Aboriginal people who were removed from 
their families as children in Western Australia before 1 July 1972. Eligible applicants will receive a 
payment of $85,000, and, if they wish, a personal acknowledgement. The Scheme recognises the 
enduring impacts of past child removal policies in Western Australia.  
 
Contact 
Phone: 08 6552 5050  
Email: WASG@dpc.wa.gov.au 
Website: wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/wa-stolen-generations-
redress-scheme 
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Free counselling support 
In your family history research journey, it is possible that you will read information that causes 
sadness or distress.  
 
If you are experiencing emotional distress, contact the services below for free and confidential 
counselling support over the phone. 
 

Service Phone number 
13-Yarn 13 92 76 
Lifeline 13 11 14 
Beyond Blue 1300 224 636 

 
In a life-threatening emergency, always call 000.  

 



Aboriginal History Research Service 

Phone: Free call 1800 161 301
Email: ahrs@cits.wa.gov.au

Address: Service desk open 10 am to 2 pm  
on level 3, State Library of WA,  
25 Francis Street, Perth WA 6000

Website: cits.wa.gov.au/ahwa 
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